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but Bengal, the Punjab, Burma and the Indian States were left with-
out Superintendents. Even this attenuated establishment was sanc-
tioned only till 1895.

With the year 1890, then, the low-water mark in the chequered
history of the Indian Archaeological Department was reached, and
for the next five years the situation remained uneventfully at that
depressed level. The outlook at that time was anything but hope-
ful. Half of India was shorn of its archaeological staff altogether,
and in the other half conservation was abandoned to the Local
Governments, with no central authority to ascertain how the respon-
sibility was being discharged; and, although much was undoubtedly
done at this time by some of the Local Governments to preserve
the most important of their ancient buildings, no connected account
exists of what they did, and it is certain that the Lists of Monu-
ments requiring official safeguarding and preservation were every-
where incomplete. The annual reports of the Superintendents in
Madras, Bombay and the United Provinces were confined to brief
narratives of archaeological tours and descriptions of monuments
visited and surveyed. And here let it be mentioned that besides
the ancient monuments in the possession of the various Local
Governments, there were two other important classes of historical
relics, viz.: those held by trusts or societies and those held by
private individuals. No reference to these, however, is contained
in the annual provincial reports. It is known that in the United
Provinces, and especially in Lucknow, much was being done at this
time by the Local Governments to secure the proper application of
endowments for the upkeep of such monuments, and to supplement
the endowments by grants-in-aid; but this knowledge is not obtain-
able from the records of the Archaeological Department.

In 1895 the future of the Archaeological Department was recon-
sidered by the Government of India. They came to the conclusion